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The Impact of the Fathers Hanhe in Dayton through the lens of the
1875 Dayton Atlas (By Thomas Broschart) Fr. John Hahne
The Fathers

About the Atlas and Area
• Published in 1875, the atlas gives a historical and geographical
overview of Dayton and its surrounding areas, with many illustrations
of buildings and people

• Born in 1815 in Prussia, John Hanhe faced many setbacks in his desire to become a Catholic
Priest in a predominantly protestant town

• Not much concerning African Americans or Catholics

• Because of political turmoil, followed a Jesuit to Cincinnati, Ohio in 1851

• Emmanuel Catholic Parish was established in 1837 as the first
Catholic Parish in Dayton

• His younger brother Charles, also known as Carl, also came to America and became a priest,
studying at Mount Saint Mary’s in Cincinnati

• Served mainly the Catholic German Immigrant population in the area

• Fr. John became pastor of Emmanuel Catholic Church in 1857, with his brother becoming
parochial vicar in 1863

• After the Civil War, an influx of African Americans began to populate
the area
• Most worked on the Railroad or were day laborers

Fr. Charles Hahne

• Eventually went to study in Switzerland and finished his studies in Münster, Germany

• Fr. John was pastor from 1857 until his death in 1882, in which his brother Fr. Charles was
pastor until his death in 1911
• “He reached out to people of all beliefs and in so doing made friends of every class and
creed.”

1837-1871

1873-1956

1956-Today

St. Elizabeth Hospital
• Fr. John saw the need for a hospital in Dayton, but
the City denied his proposal because of its
religious affiliation
• In 1878, the Inn across the street from Emmanuel
Church on Franklin St. allowed the Fr. Hahne and
the Sisters of St. Francis to established and run
the hospital

New Emmanuel Catholic Church
• After controversy arose because of the establishment of new parishes in Dayton, Emmanuel
would continue to grow, and the current church was no longer structurally sound
Emmanuel Church

Eventual location of
St. Elizabeth Hospital

• They would go door to door in the neighborhoods asking for donations
• Construction began in late 1871 and was dedicated on Oct. 5, 1873, with over 10,000 people
coming for its dedication

• The first patient was a victim of a railroad accident
• The hospital would eventually overtake the
property and continue to expand for years to
come, taking on the Patron of St. Elizabeth
• Fr. Charles was also a supporter of St. Joseph’s
Orphanage across town

